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	Lucy Elementary School -Title I Information for Parents	
What is the purpose of the Title I annual meeting?
· The purpose of the Title I annual parent meeting is to provide information to parents about the Title I program and their right to be involved in their child’s education.
What is Title I?
· Title I is the largest federal aid program for public schools in the United States.
· Title I is part of Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).  ESSA replaces the former federal education law, the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB), and reauthorizes the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA).  The goal of ESSA and the purpose of Title I is to ensure that all children have a fair, equal, and significant opportunity to obtain a high-quality education and reach, at a minimum, proficiency on challenging state academic achievement standards and state academic assessments.  Within this new law, there is more state-level decision-making authority, as well as new flexibilities for programs.  ESSA builds on this work by reaffirming the importance of standards, assessment, and accountability and through empowering states to make decisions for our kids.  
· Schools receiving Title I money to support a school-wide program may use their funds to improve student achievement throughout their entire school.
· A school improvement plan must be developed and implemented with the involvement of parents, teachers, principals, and administrators.
· In a Title 1 school, teachers, administrators, and all other school staff work together to:
1. Measure student progress using the state’s educational standards, 
2. Set goals for student improvement and implement research-based instructional programs that support and supplement regular classroom instruction,
3. Improve professional knowledge and skills through continuing education and intense professional development, and
4. Involve parents in every aspect of the school’s Title I program.
How do schools measure accountability for Title I funds?
· States must define minimum levels of improvement as measured by standardized tests chosen by the state.
Why is parent engagement a factor in Title I funding?
· Parental involvement is a crucial factor of Title I legislation. Schools receiving Title I funding must implement programs, activities, and procedures that include and promote parent involvement in school-related activities.
· Schools must also provide opportunities that encourage parents to increase their knowledge and skills as they relate to their child’s education.
· One of the objectives of these programs and activities is to help parents understand and show them how important their involvement is in shaping the lives of their children in becoming successful and productive contributors to our society.
The Parent Engagement Policy and School-Parent Compact*
* Title I Parent-School Compact can be found in the 2019-20 Lucy Elementary School Agenda.
As part of the school’s educational planning process, Title I schools, through the School Leadership Team and Title I parent representatives, are required to jointly develop and agree upon a Parent Involvement Policy that includes a School-Parent Compact as a component.
· Parent Engagement Policy - The Parent Engagement Plan describes how the school will plan and implement effective parent involvement activities and/or strategies to improve student academic achievement and school performance.
· Parent-School Compact - The Parent-School Compact is a component of the Parent Involvement Policy that outlines how parents, the entire school staff, and students will share this responsibility.
Parent’s Right to Know - https://tdoe.tncompass.org/public
Parents of children in schools that receive Title I, funding have the right to request and receive information about the professional qualifications of teachers and instructional paraprofessionals.  
Student Academic Achievement Reports
Each year a school that receives Title I funds must provide parents with an individual student report informing them on their child’s level of academic achievement on the State’s assessment in at least reading, language arts, and math.
How Can Parents Get Involved at Lucy Elementary? 
You can influence the success of your child by becoming an active participant in our school: 
· Communicate:   Stay informed and respond promptly to all communications from the school or the school district. 
· Be an example:   Show your child that education is important by reading, attending parent/ teacher conferences, and attending “open houses.” 
· Volunteer:   Volunteer at the school and help with extra-curricular activities. Participate and support parent engagement activities at school. 
· Learn:   Attend Title I Parent Meetings to learn how to help your child with classwork, homework, and future education plans. 
· Get involved:  Join school/parent organizations, school improvement teams, and other parent committees and respond to parent surveys and questionnaires.  
Research shows when schools, families, and community groups work together to support learning, children tend to perform better in school, stay in school longer, and like school more.

For additional Title I information contact Shanel Carson, PLC Coach at 416-2623 or carsons@scsk12.org
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